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There are 2 Models of Disability 

 

Medical 

This model thinks that the person is the problem 

 

 

 

Social 

This model thinks that society is the problem 
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The Medical Model of Disability 

 

The two main groups to think about are: 

Impairment – your problem!               

 

 

 

Disability – your problem! 
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The Social Model of Disability 

 

There are two main groups to think about in this 

model too. 

Impairment – is part of me. 

 

 

 

Disability – is society’s problem. 
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Using the Social Model all disabled people have a 

right to be a part of society. 

 

 

 

 

Society needs to change, not disabled people 
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Further information about the social model 

 

Disabling Barriers – Enabling Environments, edited by John 

Swain, Sally French, Colin Barnes and Carol Thomas (2004) 

 

The Politics of Disablement by Professor Michael Oliver 

(1990) 

 

Centre for Disability Studies –  

University of Leeds 

www.leeds.ac.uk/disability-studies 

 

Inclusion Scotland  www.inclusionscotland.org 

 

National Centre for Independent Living 

www.ncil.org.uk 

 

United Kingdom Disabled People’s Council 

www.bcodp.org.uk 

 

 

   

 

http://www.leeds.ac.uk/disability-studies
http://www.inclusionscotland.org/
http://www.ncil.org.uk/
http://www.bcodp.org.uk/
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Reproduced with permission from 

© Scottish Accessible Information Forum 

(SAIF) 2009 

 

This publication is available on request in the 

following formats: 

 

 braille 

 large print 

 audio  

 electronic format 

It can also be downloaded in PDF and Microsoft Word from 

the SAIF website.  

 

Scottish Accessible Information Forum 

Consumer Focus Scotland 

100 Queen Street 

Glasgow 

G1 3DN 

 

Tel:   0141 226 5261 
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Fax:   0141 221 0731 

Text phone:  0141 226 8459 

 

Email:    info@saifscotland.org.uk 

 

For full publication visit  www.saifscotland.org.uk 

 

 

 

Customers in Ireland can order publications from: 

TSO Ireland 

16 Arthur Street, Belfast BT1 4GD 

Tel: 028 9023 8451 Fax: 028 9023 5401 

£2.00 
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